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PARKS AND PUBLIC SPACE

For generations, parks have been among New
ork's most cherished forms of public infrastruc-
ture. From intemationally-renowned flagship
parks such as Central and Prospect Farks, to
neighborhood playgrounds, to emerging recre-
ational arezs on our waterfront, parks provide
wital public spaces for New Yorkers. All together,
our city boasts more than 52,000 acres of City,
state and federal parkland, representing 25% of
the city's area.

Parks and public space play indispensable roles
in our neighborhoods. They provide places
to exercise. They are community forums for
formal and infermal interactions. They serve
important ecological functions. They are also
an important catalyst for economic develop-
ment, raising property values and breathing life
into neighborhoods.

Despite parks’ impartance, over two million New
“vorkers still live more than a 10-minute walk from
ane. And the need for a variety of parks and
public space will only become more acute as
our population increases. As New Yorkers' rec-
redtion interests grow to include cricket pitches
and kayak launches, we must also make sure our
parks evolve.

To respond to this growing demand for more
parks and public space, we have embarked on
what has bacome New York's third great era of
park building. The first era began in the second
half of the 19th century, when Frederick Law
Olmsted and his partner Calvert Vaux designed
over 1,200 acres of city parkland including
our most iconic open space, Central Park. The
second great era began with the appaintment
of Robert Moses as City Parks Commissioner in
1934, Taking advantzge of New Deal funding, he
more than doubled park acreage in the city. But
in the 19705, cur parks were poorly maintained.
Dangerous and unkempt, they Lzy neglected. In
1981, Mayor Edward Koch started a turnaround
with a capital plan to rebuild our system. In the
last 10years, we have accelerated our progress
into the third great era of parks transformation,

including the historic imestment in parks and
public spaces made in 2007, heralded by the
lzunch of FlaNYC.

Because the supply of vacant land and capital
budgets are both finite, creating new parks wil
require creative new strategies. we will con-
tinue to reuse uncomventional sites such as Con-
crete Plant Park in the Bromx, where 3 former
industrial concrate mixing plant has been trans-
formed into a striking new waterfront park, or
the High Line, which transiormed an abandoned
elevated freight rail line into one of Manhattan's
star attractions.

We must also work to protect the great imvest-
ment in parks and public spaces that we have
made. The long-term health of our parks and
puiblic spaces requires continued maintenance,
stewardship, and attention.

We have made substantial progress. Since 2007,
we have improved access to parks and public
space, ensuring more than a quarter million
more Mew Yorkers live within a 10-minute walk of
a park. This new wave of construction includes
2lmost 180 Schoolyards to Playgrounds sites
and nearly 260 Greenstreets. Construction has
begun on four of eight new destination parks.
We have planted over 430,000 new trees.

But simply having access to parks is not enough;
the type and quality of parks and public space
matter as well. To accommodate our diverse
open space needs, we have begun to re-imag-
ine what the public space cutside of parks can
be, as well 25 design sustzinable, high-perfor-
mance open spaces that have the potential to
enhance ecosystems.

To meet the quality and access needs of all New
Yorkers, we must continue to improve our exist-
ing parks, identify new opportunities to trans-
form underutilized sites throughout the city, and
enhance stawardship of our public space.

Areas Within a 10-Minute Walk of a Park
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AREA WITHIN 10-MINUTE WALK OF PARK IN 2007
AREA WITHIN 10-MINUTE WALK ADDED SINCE 2007
AREA NOTWITHIN 10-MINUTE WALK OF PARK

LANDFILLS, AIRPORTS & AREAS EXLCUDED FROM ANALYSIS
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Chadwell Heath

Whalebone

Abbey Green / Abbey Ruins
Barking Park

Beam Parklands

Beam Valley Country Park
Castle Green

Central Park

Chase Nature Reserve
Eastbrookend Country Park

09 Essex Road Gardens
10 Goresbrook Park

11 Greatfields Park

12 Heath Park Open Space
13 King George's Field

14 Kingston Hill Recreation Ground

15 Mayesbrook Park
16 Newlands Park

17
18
19
20

22
23
24

Old Dagenham Park
Padnall Lake Open Space
Parsloes Park

Pondfield Park

Quaker Burial Ground
Ripple Nature Reserve
Scrattons Farm Eco Park
St. Chad's Park

25 St. Peter and St. Paul's
Churchyard

26 Tantony Green

27 The Leys

28 Valance Park and House

Above Average Childhood Obesity at Reception Age (2011/12 - 2013/14)




WIDENING HORIZONS
Parks

Healthy Parks, Healthy People,
Healthy Communities

A A Parks Strategy for North Tyneside
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Northala Fields
Ealing, London
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¥ y encourage and fac:lltate the

I/ P evaluatlon and benchmarklng of
. emerglng models for parks -
v 4 management and the sharing of
"\ best practice within England and
' from elsewhere'in the UK or:
“internationally as appropriate
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lnnovatlon in management
models and fundlng sources
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Cornwall Park
Auckland, New Zealand
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1. What is your response to the remit and findings of the SC Inquiry?

2. Which innovations in research and/or practice promise to unlock
the value of individual parks, while ensuring sustainability and equity
of park provision?

3. What new directions for research arise from developments in

. t~aD
policy and practice: QUESTIONS
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Sarah Royal, National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces

Ken Worpole, Emeritus Professor, London Metropolitan University
Ellie Robinson, National Trust

Matthew Bradbury, The Parks Alliance



