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Clive Betts MP, Chair of the CLG inquiry into public parks

Peter Neal, Landscape Consultant



the evidence that we have received 
clearly shows that while parks are 
diverse, varying in size, scale and 

scope, all parks are greatly valued 
by their communities

Jesmond Dene
Newcastle



the distribution of 
parks is unequal across 
the country, with many 
deprived communities 

struggling to access the 
benefits which green 

spaces can provide



green space should be at 
the heart of planning as it is 
fundamentally important   
to creating and shaping 
communities where people 
want to live, and           
where they are able            
to thrive

Atlanta Beltline
Georgia, USA





local authorities should 
work collaboratively with 
Health and Wellbeing 
Boards to prepare and 
publish joint parks and 
green space strategies Stockdale Park

Western Sydney Parklands







Northala Fields
Ealing, London

encourage and facilitate the 
evaluation and benchmarking of 

emerging models for parks 
management, and the sharing of 
best practice within England and 

from elsewhere in the UK or 
internationally as appropriate



it is increasingly important 
that we find ways to quantify 

the wider value of parks in 
order to access new sources of 
funding and target investment

Floodplain Forest
The Parks Trust, Milton Keynes



innovation in management 
models and funding sources 

is also needed

Cornwall Park
Auckland, New Zealand



SESSION 4: PUBLIC PARKS – WAYS FORWARD

Chair: Julia Thrift
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QUESTIONS

1. What is your response to the remit and findings of the SC Inquiry?

2. Which innovations in research and/or practice promise to unlock 
the value of individual parks, while ensuring sustainability and equity 
of park provision?

3. What new directions for research arise from developments in 
policy and practice?



Eddie Curry, Core Cities Parks and Greenspaces Group

Nick Temple-Heald, idverde

Graham Duxbury, Groundwork 

Sarah Royal, National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces

Ken Worpole, Emeritus Professor, London Metropolitan University

Ellie Robinson, National Trust

Matthew Bradbury, The Parks Alliance


