
The Leeds Parks Project

Historical analysis
The historical analysis comprises three parts:

�‡ Acquisition period: We used digitised newspaper 
collections and archival material to explore the 
acquisition and early life of each case-study park, 
covering three years before and after their opening.

�‡ Newspaper sample: Using British Newspapers 
Online, we ran keyword searches for each park to 
explore social uses and experiences following 
acquisition, up until 1914.

�‡ Archival research: We visited West Yorkshire 
Archive Service and the British Library, piecing 
together the social history of each park using 
municipal records, maps and pamphlets. 

This approach helped us to understand the processes 
by which parks in Leeds were acquired, and everyday 
experiences of parks as spaces of social mixing in the 
nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. 

Contemporary study
The contemporary study comprises four parts:

�‡ Leeds parks survey: 6,432 people responded to our 
citywide public survey which ran from June to 
November 2016. 

�‡ Adult parks users: Interviews with 60 adult 
residents explored how our case-study parks are 
used, valued and managed as well as hopes and 
fears for the future. 
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people explored what they like and dislike about 
parks, how they use them and what they would like 
to change or improve. 

�‡ Park governance: Interviews with park managers, 
friends groups and various city services explored 
the vision, management, regulation and upkeep of 
Leeds parks as well as expectations for their future.

About the R esearch
There are more than 27,000 parks and green spaces across the UK. In 
Leeds, there are 7 major parks and 62 community parks. 

Our research explores the social role and purpose of urban public parks 
both at the time of their foundation in the Victorian era and today.

Our aim is to understand everyday experiences and future expectations 
of parks in Leeds to sustain and support them in the life of the city.

This project combines historical analysis of the park movement with a 
contemporary study of park life.

Our research provides a broad analysis of parks across Leeds, and in-
depth research into three case-study parks : Woodhouse Moor, 
Roundhay Park and Cross Flatts Park.

New Photographic Archive of 
Leeds Parks

We have curated a digital archive of images of 
parks over time, using photographs submitted 
by members of the public and Leeds Parks and 
Countryside. 

The collection is hosted by the Leeds Library 
and Information Service and is accessible via 
the Leodis website: www.leodis.net

Case-Study Parks
In-depth research on three parks in Leeds, each 
of which was originally opened for public use 
during the Victorian era: Woodhouse Moor, 
Roundhay Park and Cross Flatts Park. 

These parks draws out the diverse:
�‡ Social ideals and purposes of parks
�‡ Scale and social profile of users
�‡ Experiences of park life, from the ceremonial 

through to the informal
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